A Note on critiques of Duggar and Dodd’s A True History of the True Church and other Church of God materials on Sabbatarian history.

1. Dugger did the best he could with what he had and assembled a remarkable history of the CoG for that day and age;

2. “It's true that it took a long-time for 'seventh-day baptist' to become an official name - but most sabbatarians were 'baptist' (originally a pejorative term) and preferred a congregational model - i.e. they resisted being organised (which was an issue for HWA to deal with).  They often referred to themselves descriptively as 'sabbatarian baptist' or 'seventh-day baptist' but also simply as the 'church of God' or 'church of Christ' as was [also] common amongst Church of England clergy. They didn't have our sense of corporate identity!

[bookmark: _GoBack]In seventeenth century England with the rise of literacy and the availability of printed Bibles many Englishmen began to read the Word of God for themselves.  As the result many long-forgotten prophecies, history and teachings were re-discovered.  Amongst these was the seventh-day sabbath.  The topic was widely discussed from the King to the Parliament to the common man.  Many, from a variety of what we would today call 'denominations', accepted the seventh-day Sabbath.  In time this enthusiasm for the truth seems to have passed in England but from the flowers that bloomed there the seeds travelled to North America on the winds of persecution.  The first known sabbatarian baptist church in America was founded in 1671 at Newport Rhode Island with the support of English sabbatarians." (E-mail from researcher Leon Lyell dated 3 June 2008.)

